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“Other than Founders Library, the Dial is arguably the 
most prominent feature of Howard University’s 
campus” 

- Marvin Joseph, Washington Post article 
October 8, 2011 

 
 

The Sundial 
 
 

On February 1, 1929, The Lampados Club of Alpha 
Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity held a formal 
ceremony at Andrew Rankin Chapel and unveiled, on 
campus, a gift to Howard University:  a 3’ fluted 
pedestal made from Indiana limestone adorned with 
a bronze sundial affixed to a sculpted chapiter.  The 
1929 Lampados Club named this the Banneker 
Memorial.  We affectionate call it the Dial.  This gift 
was given to the University to honor Benjamin 
Banneker, the distinguished, self-taught African 
American intellectual whose contribution to U.S. 
history is significant. 
 
This iconic figure has become one of the most 
recognizable edifies on Howard University’s campus 
among students, alumni, administrators and visitors.  
It’s been a symbolic cornerstone for the Brothers of 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity for over 87 years.  This retrospective provides insight behind the Dial 
and its true meaning to Howard University and Omega Psi Phi. 
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The Genesis 
 
Unfortunately, the genesis for the idea behind the Dial is unknown.  But it can be surmised that its inspiration 
was drawn from a significant event that occurred in Omega’s history at the 9th Grand Conclave held at Meharry 
Medical College in Nashville from December 27-29, 1920.  It was at this Conclave that Alpha Chapter elected 
member, Bro. Dr. Carter G. Woodson gave a stirring speech during the opening session on Monday evening, 
December 27, 1920 on “Democracy and the Man far Down.”i  As a result of this speech and “the high regard 
which Alpha Chapter had for a distinguished Brother, Carter G. Woodson, who at the time had already made 
significant contributions to Negro History”ii a decision was made to designate a week for a campaign for the 
study of Negro Literature and History. 
 

The responsibility of executing this national campaign was given to Bro. William 
Stuart Nelson (Alpha 1916) who was elected to the national position of Director 
of Publicity for the Fraternity at the Nashville Conclave in 1920.  The campaign 
was held from April 24-30, 1921.  Mass public meetings were held by Chapters 
featuring prominent speakers and pamphlets were printed and distributed to 
attendees, students and the community discussing the accomplishments and 
history of African Americans.iii  Folders were sent to the Black press containing 
facts on Negro history.  Reporting from Atlanta, Grand Basileus Harold H. 
Thomas noted: 
 
"The campaign has been a howling success all over the country, and more than 
a success in Atlanta.  Eta’s big mass meeting was attended by over two 
thousand people, and Omicron held their open meeting in a large church Friday 
night.  Omega men during the week have spoken in every institution of learning 
in the city including colleges, grammar schools and private schools.”iv 
 

This campaign was renewed for 1922 and was observed from April 2-8, 1922.v  At the 11th Grand Conclave in 
Philadelphia in 1922, a formal committee of eight Brothers, including Bro. Woodson, was established to 
develop a plan for the continued success of this initiative.  Included on this committee were three Alpha 
Chapter alumni Brothers William S. Gilbert (Charter Line 1911; Editor-in-Chief to the Oracle and former Grand 
Keeper of Records), John Henry Purnell (Alpha 1913) and George Edgar Hall (Alpha 1914; 4th Grand Basileus).vi  
This committee constructed a formal program for all Chapters to implement annually.   
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In February 1926, Bro. Carter G. Woodson 
through his organization, the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History, 
launched its own Negro History Week, a 
precursor to Black History Month.  
Subsequently, in 1926, the Fraternity 
changed the name of its program to the 
Negro Achievement Project and charged 
Bro. John Prescott Murchison (Alpha 1917; 
Editor-to-the-Oracle) as its first Director of 
the Negro Achievement Project.  Bro. 
Murchison laid out and communicated a 
detailed plan in The Oracle for the first 
Negro Achievement Week which was held 
from November 15-21, 1926.  This included 
a daily topic schedule, a high school literary 
contest and national exam in Negro life and 
history.vii  
 
Clearly steeped in Omega’s history, 
spearheaded by Alpha Chapter Brothers, is 
the promotion of Black history to advance a 
deeper understanding of our heritage and 
pride for our race.   
 
It can be surmised that The Lampados Club 
of Alpha Chapter in 1928 drew inspiration 
from the Fraternity’s advancement of Black 
history as the foundation for their gift to 
Howard University: a Sundial 
commemorating the achievement of Benjamin Banneker, a renowned mathematician, surveyor and 
astronomer.   
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The Gift 
 
Details are unknown as to why The Lampados Club chose Benjamin Banneker or who was contracted to 
construct the Sundial.  What is known is that Lampados LeRoy Clay conceived the idea, Bro. Ralph Augustine 
Vaughn (Alpha 1924) under the direction of Howard’s chief architect, Albert Cassell, designed the Sundial and 
The Lampados Club, which consisted of 20 men at the time, financed the initiative as a gift to Howard 
University. 
 
Why did The Lampados Club choose a Sundial?  The Sundial truly represents the 
spirit of Benjamin Banneker.  In 1753, Banneker borrowed a pocket watch from a 
wealthy acquaintance, took the watch apart and studied its components.  After 
returning the watch, he created a fully functioning clock entirely out of carved 
wooden pieces, a first in the U.S.  The clock was amazingly precise, and would strike 
on the hour for 50 years.  His accomplishments didn't end there.  Borrowing books 
on astronomy and mathematics from a friend, Banneker engorged himself in the 
subjects.  Putting his newfound knowledge to use, Banneker accurately predicted a 
1789 solar eclipse. From 1792-99, Banneker compiled and published his Almanac 
and Ephemeris of Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland.  Banneker went on to: 
 

• become the first scientist to study relativity of time and space preceding 
Einstein by two centuries. 

• become a member of the first presidential appointed team charged with the establishment of the 
nation's capitol.  He provided the astronomical calculations for the project, and assisted in the 
reconstruction of the plans for laying out the streets of Washington, D.C. 

• become a staunch abolitionist publicly advocating for the freedom of slaves in a series of letters 
between he and President Thomas Jefferson. 

 
The Sundial honors Banneker’s ingenuity and contribution to a newly established United States and African 
American history. 
 
The gifting of commemorative items to Howard University did not end with the Sundial in 1929.  For the next 
three years, each Lampados Club from Alpha Chapter gifted the University with a commemorative item.   
 
On May 17, 1930, The Lampados Club awarded a trophy to HU track star Milton Larry in a ceremony at Rankin 
Chapel.  The trophy was named in honor of HU gridiron star, Haywood “Speed” Johnson, who in a football 
game against North Carolina A&T on October 3, 1924, suffered a broken neck which resulted in his death on 
October 6, 1924.viii  
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In May 1931, The Lampados Club gifted HU with a framed portrait of 
Congressman Louis Cramton.  Cramton was a major supporter of 
Howard University as he led the effort in gaining passage of an Act of 
Congress authorizing federal appropriations to the university in 1924 
(he chaired the sub-committee of the House Committee on 
Appropriations for the Department of Interior in which Howard’s 
federal funding initially came from).  The University took that a step 
further naming the new auditorium after him in 1961.  This portrait is 
currently on display in the Prints & Photograph room in the Moorland-
Spingarn Research Center, Founders Library on campus.    

 
In June 1932, The Lampados Club presented the HU Art 
Committee with the drawings of a bas relief plaque to be 
developed in honor of recently deceased Julius Rosenwald, 
philanthropist and half owner of Sears, Roebuck & Co.  Dr. 

Ernest Everett Just was a Rosenwald Fellow since 1920.  In 1928, the Rosenwald Fund donated $80,000 to HU 
as a grant to support Dr. Just’s research for four years.  According to HU’s Art Committee, the concept was 
rejected because of the drawings submitted showed the workmanship on the plaque would prove to be “too 
cheap” and because of Rosenwald’s capitalistic views and actions.ix  No more gifts were donated by The 
Lampados Club after this rejection.  
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The Designer 
 
The Lampados Club retained Bro. Ralph Augustine Vaughn (Alpha 1924) to design the Sundial.   Vaughn was 
born in Washington, D.C. in 1907.  He attended Armstrong Technical High School where his father was a 
teacher and architect graduating in 1923.   
 
After completing high school early, Vaughn enrolled at Howard 
University in the Fall of 1923 however transferred to the 
University of Illinois to pursue architecture in the Fall of 1926.  
Vaughn returned to Howard in the Fall of 1928 to take classes and 
become an apprentice draftsman for renowned architect, Albert 
Cassell.  Cassell join HU in 1920 as an assistant professor in the 
Architecture Department and served as surveyor, planner, master architect and chief planner during his 18 
years at Howard.  He created the master 20 Year plan for the expansion of Howard’s campus and went on to 
design and overseas the construction of over a dozen structures including Greene Stadium (1926), The Quad 
(1929-31), Chemistry Building (1936), Douglass Hall (1936) and Founders Library (1938).x  During Vaughn’s 
apprenticeship with Cassell, he aided in the design of three of the four buildings making up Tubman 
Quadrangle and assisted in the development of the campus expansion plan.  It is during this time that Vaughn 
designed the Sundial under Cassell’s oversight.  In a March 1929 article covering the presentation of the 
Sundial to HU, it’s noted that “the work was planned by Albert I. Cassell and Ralph Vaughn architects at 
Howard University.”xi  Vaughn returned to the University of Illinois in the Fall of 1930, earning his degree in 
architecture in 1932 and pursued his graduate degree at Illinois in 1932-33. 
 

In 1933, Vaughn returned to D.C. where he worked for Cassell at Howard and was an 
Instructor of Architecture until 1936.  Vaughn moved to Los Angeles where he 
worked for the trailblazing African American architect, Bro. Paul R. Williams (note:  
Williams was initiated into Omega through Lambda Chapter around 1924, was 
Omega’s Man of the Year in 1951 and received the Spingarn Medal in 1953 for his 
achievement and work).   During WWII, Vaughn worked for MGM Studios becoming 
a set designer.  After the war, he established his own practice that he maintained for 
the rest of his career.  In 1952 and 1959, he received awards for his work from the 
Society of American Registered Architects.  The pinnacle of his career occurred in 
1951 where he designed the Lincoln Place Apartments in Venice, CA.  Bro. Vaughn 

retired in 1998 and passed into Omega Chapter in 2000.  
 
Fraternally, Vaughn was initiated into Omega through Alpha Chapter in November 1924.xii  Upon returning to 
Illinois, he served as the Basileus of the newly formed Pi Psi Chapter in 1932-33.  He is also responsible for 
helping to organize the 12th District.   
  



9 
 

The Lampados Club 
 

At the time of dedication of the Sundial, twenty 
men made up The Lampados Club of Alpha 
Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.  They were: 
 
• John Benjamin Boyd, Baltimore, MD 
• Benjamin Claiborne Brown, New York, NY 
• LeRoy Armond Clay, Baltimore, MD 
• Maurice Anthony Coates, Washington, D.C. 
• John Day 
• William Forsythe Jr., Pittsburgh, PA 
• Carey Hatton Freeman, Washington, D.C.  
• Stewart William Gee, Gallipolis, OH 
• Francis Irvin Green, Lawrenceville, VA 
• John Allen Harris, Buffalo, NY 
• Edward Llewellyn Hayes, Henderson, NC 
• Hubert Grant Humphrey, Westfield, NJ 
• Oscar Bernard Johnson, Lynn, MA 
• Thomas Jefferson King, Jersey City, NJ 
• Julius Alfred Lee, Pittsburgh, PA 
• Frank Curle Montero, Brooklyn, NY 
• Alfred Virgil Pettie, Washington, D.C. 
• William Henry Scott, Washington, D.C. 
• Silas Franklin Shelton Jr., Washington, D.C. 
• Muzafer Lucius Walker, Tampa, FL 

 
 

 
 
Officers of the Club at the time of the dedication were Stewart Gee, President, William Scott, Secretary, and 
John “Jack” Boyd, Treasurer.  The following is an update published in the June 1929 Oracle on the activities of 
The Lampados Club, Alpha Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity including a recap of the presentation of the Dial 
to Howard: 
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In the last paragraph of the update, it’s noted that “Initiation is about to hold forth for some of us.”  While 
these men made up The Lampados Club they were not Line Brothers.  In the early days of The Lampados Club, 
members were regularly added to the Club by the Chapter and selected individually based on performance and 
vote of the Brothers to probate (“Dogs”).  The period of time a member of The Lampados Club remained in 
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that organization varied based on the Brothers’ evaluation.  Some may stay a couple of months while others 
can stay over a year.  In other words, all of these men did not cross together into Omega.  In fact, two did not 
cross at all.  Hence, the origin of the term “Eternal Lamp.”  The Alpha Chapter update in the October 1929 
Oracle provides insight about the initiation of several members of this Lampados Club: 
 

 
 
In the subsequent December 1929 issue of The Oracle, a correction was made in the Alpha Chapter update for 
two Lamps who were initiated that were omitted from the previous update (Benjamin Brown and John Boyd): 
 

 
 
The above initiation took place in May 1929.  Of the 20 Lamps that were members of The Lampados Club at 
the time of the Dial presentation, 11 were initiated in May 1929.  One, William Forsythe, was initiated through 
Omicron Psi Chapter (University of Pittsburgh) though he remained a student at Howard.  Another, Vantile 
Corcoran Harris, was not even a part of The Lampados Club when the Dial was presented.  Yet, he was one of 
the initiates of May 1929.  Of the remaining eight: 
 

• 2 were initiated on December 20, 1929 (Hayes & Lee) along with four other men 
• 1 initiated on May 17, 1930 (Montero) along with eight other men 
• 3 initiated on November 21, 1930, almost two years after they participated in the Dial presentation 

(Green, Pettie & Shelton) along with eight other men 
• 2 were not initiated (Day & Johnson; it appears they dropped out of Howard). 

 
This illustrates the fluid nature of The Lampados Club at that time.    
 
These 20 men of The Lampados Club established a legacy through they’re appreciation of history and charity at 
Howard University and for Omega Psi Phi.   



12 
 

Rededication 
 
On May 10, 1980, the Brothers of Alpha Chapter held a rededication ceremony of the Dial following 
graduation.  This was done in celebration of the gifting of the Dial to Howard over 50 years ago, its 
refurbishment done by the Chapter and underwritten by Bro. Hubert G. Humphrey (Alpha May 1929) and 
Omicron Chi Chapter.  Bro. Ivory Gene Cooper (15-83-A) provided a comprehensive recap in the Summer 1980 
Oracle.  Included in this article is a bio of Bro. Humphrey who was part of The Lampados Club in 1929 that 
gifted the Sundial to the University. 
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i The Ninth Annual Convention, The Oracle, August 1921, p. 7. 
ii Our Fraternity and its Program: Past, Present and Future, The Oracle, June 1935, p. 8. 
iii The Campaign for the Study of Negro Literature and History, The Oracle, August 1921, p. 31-32. 
iv Ibid. 
v The Oracle, February 1922, p. 18. 
vi Omega Psi Phi Holds Conclave, NY Amsterdam News, January 10, 1923. 
vii Our Negro Achievement Project, The Oracle, October 1926, p. 107-109. 
viii Howard Track Star Gets Point Trophy, Afro American, May 31, 1930, p. 15. 
ix HU Art Group Refuses Plaque to Rosenwald, Afro American, June 25, 1932, p. 7. 
x https://www.howard.edu/library/development/cassell/Founders.htm 
xi Benjamin Banneker Memorial Presented to Howard University, New York Age, March 2, 1929, p. 3. 
xii Membership Index Card, International Headquarters, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Decatur, GA. 
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LeRoy A. Clay Scrapbook
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The Program
LeRoy A. Clay Scrapbook
(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

Presentation Ceremony
February 1, 1929

The Program



Unveiling of the Sundial , February 1, 1929
The Bison Yearbook, 1929

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

Unveiling of the Sundial , February 1, 1929
The Bison Yearbook, 1929

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)
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Excerpt from the Alpha Chapter update 
The Oracle, February 1929

The Press

New York Age, p. 3
March 2, 1929

Chicago Defender, p. A1
February 16, 1929
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The Bros-1929

Bros. LeRoy Clay, Stewart Gee & Maurice Coates
LeRoy A. Clay Scrapbook

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

Brothers from Alpha Chapter
LeRoy A. Clay Scrapbook

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)



Alpha Chapter

1929
The Bison Yearbook, 1929

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)



1930s
The 1930 Lampados Club
The Oracle, June 1930

Alpha Chapter, 1930-31
The Bison Yearbook, 1931

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

Alpha Chapter Officers, 1940-41
The Hilltop, 12/18/40
(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

1940s



1940s
1943 Alpha Chapter 

Achievement Week Committee
The Hilltop, 12/15/43

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

The 1943 Lampados Club 

The 1947 Lampados Club
The Oracle, March 1947

The Bros around the Dial
Winter 1942



1950s

Probates of Alpha Chapter, Spring 1951

1960s

Hymning it Up
The Bison Yearbook, 1964

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

Alpha Chapter, 1968-69
The Bison Yearbook, 1969
(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, 
Howard University)



1960s
Around the Dial
The Bison Yearbook, 1966
(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research 
Center, Howard University)

Bro. William “Hard Hittin’” Hall
1967

(Courtesy of Bro. Harold Cook)

The Bros - 1968
(Courtesy of Bro. Harold Cook)



1960s

Noon on Friday - 1967
(Courtesy of Bro. Harold Cook)

Lamps Harold Cook & Frank Early-1966
(Courtesy of Bro. Harold Cook)

A Shrouded Dial in memory of the passing of 
Founder Frank Coleman - 1967

(Courtesy of Bro. Harold Cook)

Noon on Friday - 1968
(Courtesy of Bro. Harold Cook)



Bro. Ro Quander & Omega Queen Toni Ganges 
(Courtesy of Bro. Harold Cook)

Noon on Friday - 1968
(Courtesy of Bro. Harold Cook)

1960s

Bro. Alan Warwick
The Bison Yearbook, 1975

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn 
Research Center, Howard University)

Alpha Chapter, 1974-75
The Bison Yearbook, 1975

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)

1970s



The Oracle, Summer 1979



The Long Walk

Spring 1983

Spring 1995

Spring 2010



Omega Dear
Centennial Celebration, July 2011

Charter Day - 2012

21 Titians
50th Anniversary

2014



2011

(Courtesy of The Washington Post)



The Sundial - 1929
LeRoy A. Clay Scrapbook

(Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, Howard University)
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